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February 24, 1935
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Man has two torches which illumine his path of life so that he would notice the dangers that threaten him
and thus be able to avoid them. The first torch is supernatural — faith! The second torch is of the natural order.
It is knowledge or learning! The brightness from these two torches never cross each other, one never harms the
other and neither ever interfere with one another. On the contrary, they help each other and they mutually
strengthen one another for they both have the same purpose — to make man happy here on earth and for all
eternity. Despite the fact that both knowledge and faith give man so much enlightenment, there are still so
many people who persist in error — they believe in superstition and persist in their calamity.

T have excerpts of letters that I wish to cite for they are taken from the lives of people living today, in this
day and age that is supposedly so enlightened and advanced but in reality they are just as dark and blind as they
were in the Middle ages. However, I have no intention of interpreting all of that today. Here is one letter:

“Father Justin, my sister-in-law became angry with me eleven years ago, and hasn’t spoken a single word to
me since then. Shortly after she became angry with me, she became very seriously ill and therefore sent for a
fortune-teller. This fortune-teller told her that her illness had been caused by some woman. My sister-in-law
immediately began telling everyone that I had put a curse on her. At the beginning, I thought that she is just
venting her anger and that this will soon end. However, now this is spreading so that my neighbors and friends
are even afraid to come near me.

Father, I want you to know that my husband left me, leaving me alone with our eight children. Then I was
a widow for four years and I had a hard time with these eight children. Then I married again and my children
live with me in peace. We have a new house and my sister-in-law tells everyone that we got rich through the
practice of sorcery. Now everyone avoids me and calls me a witch!”

Now, please listen to an excerpt from another letter:

“Our mother doesn’t believe in anything or anyone on earth except in sooth-sayers and fortune-tellers and
she goes to several of them. Some read her fortune from her palms, some from cards and still others from tea-
leaves. We think that our Mother is losing her mind. She doesn’t sleep at night, just walks the floor mumbling
to herself and gesturing with her hands. She has become thin and pale as a bone, is suspicious of everything we
do and is constantly angry with and cursing our Father.

On Sundays we all go to church but our Mother spreads out all of her cards and searches for something.
When she returns from her fortune-teller, there is always so much anger and arguing at home for she begins to
tell us allwhat the fortune —teller told her. If this continues, we will have to put our Mother in the hospital and
have her under observation.”

Without further comments, I proceed to my talk entitled:
FAITH IN GOD OR FAITH IN PEOPLE

Faith is already a natural quality or virtue that is given to every human being. Thus, there cannot be a
person without some kind of faith. The Roman philosopher Cicero wrote: “There is no nation that is so
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uncivilized that even though it lacks a true understanding of God was not convinced of the need to believe in
some type of divinity.”

Therefore, if there is one true God, there can only be one true faith and therefore only one true Church.
There are many reasons why some people lose their faith. In his pagan way, the same philosopher explains it
thus by saying: “Nature has endowed us with a very weak flickering flame. Within a very short time, we
become corrupted by wicked ways and opinions that we diminish that flame to the point that no natural light
can be seen. We just about arrive in this world that is beset with all manner of corruption and wicked
judgements and it is as if we imbibe all this along with our mother’s milk. Thus, when they give us to our
parents who later entrust us to teachers, it is then that we are filled with various errors to the degree that truth
gives way to appearances and nature itself gives way to superstition. Besides, we read the works of poets and
various authors and fascinated by the false refinement of their teachings and wisdom, we listen, we read and
learn and instill it all in our minds. When in the end, we add to this public opinion with all the superstitions,
then we are saturated with false opinions and we completely draw away from nature.”

Without further discussion — who does not believe in the true God builds his own temple — builds his own
altar on which he places his idol whom he honors and reveres. Human nature demands this. Here we have the
explanation of the various weird sects in which people seek satisfaction and moral rapture from humble sects
called “Washing Feet” to the intellectually warped ones called “Devil Worshippers”. However, I do not intend
to talk about these sects or any others like them. Iintend to do something else. Before I begin my talk,
however, I want to draw your attention to the fact that among the various sects that exist, we have those who at
one time were believers in the true Catholic Church. Why did they abandon the faith of their parents, grand-
parents and great grand-parents? Briefly put, these are the reasons: lack of knowledge of the teachings of the
Catholic Church; self-conceitedness; false-hearted companions; reading of bad literature; a life devoid of virtue;
divorced men and women; men and women who are drunkards and/or thieves; unfaithful husband and
unfaithful wife; men and women who give scandal to others; those who constantly seek praise from others. All
of these kinds of people have emptied their souls of faith and on the foundation of pride, sensuality and a total
lack of knowledge of man’s purpose in life, they built their temples of disbelief, idolatry and superstition. To
their superstition let us add fortune-telling. Superstition attributes to people or things power and strength that
they possess neither by nature nor from God.

There is even a lot of superstition among Christians. The best example of that are the so-called “chain
prayers” which should be renamed as the prayers of black marketers or of crazy people. Another example of
that blind faith is a person’s belief that whoever carries on his person some little card with a prayer written on it
will never drown, will never be struck by lightning and will never be stuck by an automobile.

There are also many Catholics who are afraid of the number “thirteen”. They refuse to sit at table if they
are the thirteenth person. They claim that if the thirteenth of the month falls on a Friday, they must stay home
all that day. They believe that if three persons share a light from one match to light their cigarette, the third
person will be the first to die.

There are some who believe that if an older woman meets up with them in the morning or if a black cat
crosses their path — this is a sure sign of bad luck. Then they believe that a little hunch-backed person, an old
horse-shoe or an old shoe — that these things bring them success, riches and happiness.
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There is yet one more class of people who are so backward and unenlightened that they believe in
witcheraft, magic and witches. In the opinion of superstitious people, witches are women who possess super
terrestrial powers due to their connection to Satan. They can cause misfortune not only for individuals but for
entire nations and also for the whole world. Witches are considered the cause of infertility, plagues, cloud-
bursts, fires and even wars. The famous Thirty Year’s War saw the greatest outbreak of belief in sorcery and
witches. Here in America, especially in New England, there were many adherents of witchcraft among the
Puritans. To this day there are traces of this among the Poles in so-called magic spells. According to these
people, an evil eye of an evil person has such power that just by looking at someone he can cause an illness, be
it momentary, of long duration or even causing death. This gave rise in the belief in warding-off such evils.
Older women were also used in this art. In Poland, they called them hags or witches. If they were called to
cure someone who received the “evil eye” from an evil person, they treated this patient by washing him with
water in which they had submerged burning coals or else had soaked slices of bread. Then they used their
under-shirts to dry them off while they muttered some secret formula.

Naturally, these witches made out very well on magic spells. When I was yet a young boy, I was a witness
of such a ceremony. I was walking home from school one day from Everson to McClure, Pennsylvania and my
friend was walking with me. We began arguing about something — I no longer remember what it was about!
Nevertheless, our argument ended up in a fight. Since my friend was about two feet taller than I was and my
father had once lectured me: “Mike, settle your own affairs and remember that you must never give up!” - I
remembered his command. Without giving it a second thought, I slipped my school-bag from my shoulders and
even though it weighed about fifteen pounds, I swung it with all my might hitting my aggressor right between
the eyes. It was just like David had conquered Goliath — and had the same result. Not only was my aggressor
laid out in his full length on the ground, but he also developed a huge brightly colored lump on his forehead.

When we reached home, his parents were terribly upset on seeing his injury for he was an only child. He
was afraid to tell them the truth — and so was I — therefore we both observed monastic silence. His parents
concluded that someone had cast an evil eye on their only child — never even giving it a thought that it was my
book bag.

They took him to an old witch and she began her magic to counter the spell. Using an old frying pan, she
burned his shirt. Then she dipped a knife into these ashes and pressed it against the lump on his brow — all the
while muttering some secret formula. In spite of her magic, my companion stayed home from school for a
whole week. Her magic had done as much for him as lard would do if applied to a broken finger!

[ am presenting two incidents that happened. This first took place in Debreczyn in Hungary: “The court
had sentenced to death a seventy-two year old fortune-teller for she had been selling poison to the women who
wanted to get rid of their husbands. Two other fortune-tellers had also been sentenced — one was sentenced for
life in prison, the other for fifteen years in prison. These witches had poisoned more than thirty men.”

The second incident happened during this past year in Chicago: “This second incident was rather expensive
since the gullible victim lost two thousand dollars. This was played out in court. Someone named Eva
Radvilasow brought charges against Veronica Mitchell. Eva testified: “Tt seemed to me for some time already
that my husband didn’t love me like he used to and I was telling this to Mrs. Mitchell. She told me that there
was a psychic problem and it was caused by a little black devil who now possessed me. Tasked her if she could
help me get rid of the devil. She told me she could , saying — ‘It will cost you a lot of money, but just think of
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what value it will be for Stan will then love you more than ever!” Ihad $2,000 and Mrs. Mitchell said that that
amount was enough. I then gave her permission to free me from that little black devil and I gave her my
$2,000.

Mrs. Mitchell gave me a small white elephant carved from a bone and told me to wear it always tied to my
waist — which I did. Besides that she gave me medicine which I took, but I didn’t notice any change in Stan's
behavior toward me. I didn’t even know whether the devil had left me or not. Everything seemed to be the
same — and since nothing had changed, I demanded that she return my money. She absolutely refused to return
any of the money which made me suspicious that things were not as they should be; therefore I had her arrested.
I had come to the conclusion that I had never been possessed by any devil and that my husband really loves me
very much. I would be most happy if I could just get my $2,000 back!™

Believe it or not, such things really happen in this twentieth century! People who scoff at the Middle Ages
and refer to them as the Dark Ages are really naive!

Our times can really be referred to as the times of fortune-telling. Fortune-telling is the fore-telling of
various circumstances, incidents or happenings that will happen in the future through the help of people or
things that neither of themselves nor from their nature nor with the help of God do they have the power to make
all of that come true. Some foretell the future from the stars; others read the future in a person’s palm and some
read it in the cards or from tea leaves. There are still others that claim to know the future from dreams, numbers
of even alphabetical letters — and the list goes on and on. Truly. you don’t have to plant fools for they are born
that way. Belief in soothsayers and fortune-tellers is not only wide-spread among the common uneducated
masses, but many among the intellectuals become addicted to it. St. Ambrose put it all in a nutshell when he
referred to the fortune-tellers and those who believe in them when he said, “They don’t know their own future
and they want to foretell the future of others. Only fools believe in something like this!”

Our young people, especially, seck the advice of fortune-tellers. If you don’t believe me, listen to the
various “fakers” on the radio who take advantage of the gullibility of the masses and foretell what the future
holds for those who are interested. It is all totally worthless. Many become victims and they pay heavily for
their gullibility! One cannot even imagine the terrible things that happen as a result of believing in superstition.
Soothsayers and fortune-tellers plant the seeds of suspicion, incite people to envy, bring about enmities and
quarrels and sometimes are the cause of murder and suicide. You want me to prove it by giving you examples?
We don’t have to search books or reach back even ten years:

“We are on the top floor of a house that is on a side street, not too far from the main street of of Broadway.
The room is very tastefully furnished. On one side of the wide table is a serious madam and a young and
attractive married woman sits opposite her. In front of the matronly madam is a deck of cards which she cuts
and spreads out before her and says: “Your husband is not faithful to you and he no longer loves you and he is
deceitful. He is not worthy of your love or your trust. Why should you care about him since he no longer cares
one bit about you? You have a glorious future before you, but not with him!” The young wife is visibly shaken
by what she has been told.

A few days later, this young wife files for divorce which becomes finalized within two months. She moves
out and returns to her father who is a widower. He is so ashamed of what she has done that he avoids meeting
anyone, even his closest friends. Her husband is in despair and he moves to a different city where he totally
neglects himself and his practice as a lawyer. He spends his days and nights wandering through the streets. He
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has also spent many a night in the police station. His present state of mind indicates that before long he will
have to be put in the insane asylum!”

Please listen carefully to this next letter: “My wife has lost all her faith in God and now only believes in
fortune-tellers. She regularly visits this fortune-teller once or twice a week, leaving our three young children at
home alone without any supervision. I really think that she is losing her mind. I thank God that I have my
health and a good job, but my life with such a wife has become abominable. There was a time when my wife
was very good to me and was a tender caring mother of our children. Now she has become nothing more than a
boarder. She laughs at me when she sees me praying and she has not been in church for the past three years. [
don’t know how this situation is going to end for sometimes now, I myself have found strange ideas entering
my mind.”

Here is an excerpt from another letter: “Our father is such a strange person. Although he has enough
money and is quite well-off, he will never contribute even a penny to any good cause. He always says that
whatever he has is strictly his and he won’t give a penny to the poor. His attitude is that the poor are all beggars
and lazy good-for-nothings to whom the doctors should give one of those black pills that will get rid of them.
Yet, last year he was going to a fortune-teller to whom he gave twelve thousand dollars to get him a position in
some mining company. Then, everything fell through! He now curses everybody, including God and all
people. This did not teach him a lesson. Now he regularly visits a fortune-teller who reads the stars. It is very
difficult for us to live with him, for when he returns from one of these sessions, he’s like a wild man at home.
The people who work at our place are threatening to take revenge on him because he calls them names and
accuses them of being cheaters and thieves — for this is what the fortune-teller tells him!” Enough of that for
today!

My dear listeners, faith in various types of witchcraft and superstitions is the result of a lack of faith in the
one true God. A lack of faith in God is usually the result of an evil life, especially an immoral life.

A group of learned people, all of whom were unbelievers, gathered at the home of the famous politician and
literary Frenchman Chateaubriand. They were blaspheming shamefully. The master of the house, hearing the
discussions and inferences of these French elite, said, “Ladies and gentlemen, have the courage to tell the truth.
Isn’t it true that the reason for your unbelief is your immorality?” All his guests became silent. Not even one
person dared to say anything! Yes, it is true — the one and only reason for the loss of faith is an immoral life!

S0 also, the one true reason why anyone has faith in fortune-telling is because he is not living a virtuous life.
As a result, people pay for it with their tears and complaints. There is no doubt that it is much better to believe
in God rather than in people.




